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Scope of application 

The requirements described in this criteria catalogue apply to PPE – protective clothing, safety, protective and occupational footwear, and 
protective gloves in all categories. A corresponding award, however, is only possible in categories I and II, but not for category III.  

The requirements also apply to the materials used in the manufacture of these products.  

General requirements 

The requirements specified in this criteria catalogue are subject to the following publications in their most current version (incl. amending 
regulations): 

 Product Safety Act (ProdSG) 

 PPE Directive (EU) No 2016/425 

 Foods, Consumer Goods and Feedstuffs Code (LFGB) 

 Consumer Goods Ordinance (BedGgstV)  

 Regulation on Prohibited Chemicals (ChemVerbotsV) 

 Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (REACH Regulation)  

 POP Regulation (EU) 2019/ 1021 

 TRGS 401 – Risks resulting from skin contact  – detection – assessment – measures  

 AfPS GS 2019:01 PAH Testing and evaluation of PAH when awarding the GS mark 

Test requirements / limits 

Parameter Limit value textiles Limit value shoes, leather goods 

Alkylphenole (AP) 10 mg/kg (sum) 50 mg/kg (sum) 

Alkylphenolethoxylates 
(APEOs) 

50 mg/kg (sum) 50 mg/kg (sum)[1] 

Azo dyes < 20 mg/kg (each amine) < 20 mg/kg (each amine) 

Bisphenol A 200 mg/kg 200 mg/kg 

Other Bisphenols  1000 mg/kg 1000 mg/kg 

Chlorobenzole and 
Chlorotoluolenes 

1 mg/kg (sum) 

1 mg/kg (sum) 

1 mg/kg (sum) 

1 mg/kg (sum) 

Carcinogenic and sensitizing 
Disperse dyes  

< 20 mg/kg (each) < 20 mg/kg (each) 

Dimethylfumarate < 0.1 mg/kg < 0.1 mg/kg 

Formaldehyde  
< 16 mg/kg (children below 36 months) /  

< 75 mg/kg (adults) 

< 16 mg/kg (children below 36months) /  

< 75 mg/kg (adults) 

Formamide < 500 mg/kg < 500 mg/kg 

Chlorophenols 

PCP – 0.05 (children)/ 0,25 mg/kg (adults) 

TeCP – 0.05 / 0,25 mg/kg (sum) 

TriCP – 0.2 / 1 mg/kg (sum) 

Others – 0.5 / 1 mg/kg (sum) 

0.5 / 1 mg/kg (each)  

DiCP: 1 mg/kg (each) [2] 

MCP: 2 mg/kg (each) [2] 

 

Odour Grade: 2-3[3] Grade: 2-3[3] 

Organotin compounds 1 mg/kg (each) 1 mg/kg (each) 

Total Lead 75 mg/kg[4]  75 mg/kg[4] 

Total Cadmium 40 mg/kg[4] 40 mg/kg[4] 
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Chromium (VI) after ageing < 3 mg/kg < 3 mg/kg 

Polycyclic Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons (PAHs) 

AfPS GS PAK    AfPS GS PAK 

Phthalates 250 mg/kg (sum) 500 mg/kg (sum) 

Nickel release < 0.5 µg/cm2/ week < 0.5 µg/cm2/ week 

Navy Blue (Dye) n.d. n.d. 

Halogenated solvents 1,0 mg/kg (each)/ 5 mg/kg (sum) 1,0 mg/kg (each)/ 5 mg/kg (sum) 

N,N- Dimethylformamide 500 mg/kg[5] (adults) 

10 mg/kg[6] (Gloves with PU Coating) 
100 mg/kg 

Nitrosamines n.a. 

0.5 mg/kg (for gloves with coatings) 

< 0.01 mg/kg 

Soluble Latex proteins 30 µg/g (for single use gloves) n.a. 

Preservatives n.a. 

4-Chloro-3-methylphenol: <600 mg/kg 

N-Octylisothiazolinone: <250 mg/kg 

o-Phenylphenol: <1000 mg/kg 

2-Thiocyanomethylthiobenzothiazol: 

<500 mg/kg 

Extractable Heavy Metals 

 
Mercury (Hg): 0.02 mg/kg 
Nickel (Ni): 1.0  mg/kg 
Arsenic (As): 0.2 mg/kg 
Chromium (Cr): 1  mg/kg 
Copper (Cu): 25 (children)/ 50 mg/kg (adults) 
Zinc (Zn): 750 mg/kg 
Manganese (Mn): 90 mg/kg 
Antimony (Sb): 30 mg/kg 
Cobalt (Co): 1 mg/kg 
Cadmium : 0.1 mg/kg 
Lead: 0.2 mg/kg 
 

Mercury (Hg): 0.02 mg/kg 
Nickel (Ni): 1.0 mg/kg 
Arsenic (As): 0.2  mg/kg 
Copper (Cu): 50 mg/kg 
Zinc (Zn): 750 mg/kg 
Manganese (Mn): 90 mg/kg 
Antimony (Sb): 30 mg/kg 
Cobalt (Co): 4 mg/kg 
Cadmium : 0.1 mg/kg 
Lead: 0.2 mg/kg 

Short chain chlorinated 
paraffins (SCCP) 

50 mg/kg (sum) 500 mg/kg (sum) 

Medium chain chlorinated 
paraffins (MCCP)  

500 mg/kg (sum) 500 mg/kg (sum) 

PFOS and it’s derivatives < 1 µg/m² < 1 µg/m²  

PFOA, it’s salts and related         
substances 

≤ 25 μg/kg (=0,025 mg/kg) PFOA  

Σ ≤ 1000 μg/kg (=1 mg/kg)  

PFOA related 

≤ 25 μg/kg (=0,025 mg/kg) PFOA  
Σ ≤ 1000 μg/kg (=1 mg/kg)  

PFOA related  

PFCA (C9-C14) and related 
substances 

≤ 25 μg/kg (=0,025 mg/kg)  

PFCA related Σ ≤ 260 μg/kg (=0,26 mg/kg) 

≤ 25 μg/kg (=0,025 mg/kg)  

PFCA related Σ ≤ 260 μg/kg (=0,26 mg/kg) 

Perfluorohexane 

1 sulfonicacid (PFHxS), it’s 
salts and related substances 

≤ 25 μg/kg (=0,025 mg/kg)  

PFHxS related Σ ≤ 1000 μg/kg (= 1 mg/kg) 

≤ 25 μg/kg (=0,025 mg/kg)  

PFHxS related Σ ≤ 1000 μg/kg (= 1 mg/kg) 

Other PFAS < 0,05 mg/kg <0,05 mg/kg 
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VOC 

Benzene: 1 mg/kg 

Napthalene: 2 mg/kg 

NMP, DMAc and DMFa : 500 mg/kg 

Others: 10 mg/kg 

Benzene: 1 mg/kg 

Napthalene: 2 mg/kg (skin contact) / 5 

mg/kg (no skin contact) 

Acetophenon, 2-phenyl-2-propanol, 

Toluene: 10 mg/kg 

Xylene: 30 mg/kg 

DMFa: 100 mg/kg 

NMP, DMAc: 500 mg/kg 

Bis-(2-methoxyethyl)ether for leather: 

500 mg/kg 

Others: 50 mg/kg 

Flame retardants  not used not used 

Biocidal treatment  not used not used 

Pesticides not used not used 

SVHC substances in 
accordance with REACH 
candidate list, EC 1907/2006 

not used not used 

Colour fastness   

Colour fastness to rubbing 
(Textiles) 

 dry 

 

 

3-4 

Colour fastness to rubbing 
(Leather) 

 dry 
 wet 

 

 
min. 3 
min. 2-3 

Colour fastness to water min. 3 

Colorfastness to perspiration  

alkaline 
acidic 

 

min. 3-4 
min. 3-4 
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Required specimens, documents and evidence: 

For the initial assessment, the applicant shall provide representative samples in sufficient number.  

The precise address(es) of the assembly plant(s) for certification is/are indicated. 

The following information and documents concerning the article shall be provided (where applicable): 

 

 Exact product name and description 

 Item number 

 Manufacturing company name, as declared on the product or the packaging or the information brochures of the manufacturer. 

 Address(es) of the manufacturing plant(s) 

 Illustration of the article on the packaging  

 EC declaration of conformity pursuant to PPE directive (EU) No 2016/425 

 REACH certificate of conformity  

 Fibre composition or materials used 

 Care labelling 

 Declaration affirming the non-use of flame retardants, biocides and the colorant Navy Blue. Unless they are indispensable to achieving the intended protective action.  

 A detailed explanation of the means and methods used to achieve the intended effect shall be submitted, based on which the testing institute carries out its assessment. 

 

Furthermore, other materials used, e.g. adhesives, shall be indicated. 

Suitability as PPE shall be evidenced by producing an EC declaration of conformity pursuant to Directive (EU) no 2016/425. 

The product must not show any obvious defects in safety and serviceability. 
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